
HOW MANY COUNTRIES HAVE COMPULSORY

MILITARY SERVICE / CONSCRIPTION?

WHICH COUNTRIES HAVE CONSCRIPTION?

WHAT IS CONSCRIPTION?

At least 11 of the 60 countries with

active conscription programs draft

both men and women. 

Some countries, authorise conscription

of women in law but draft only men in

practice. 

Several other countries without active

conscription programs – provide that if

they ever do start drafting anyone,

men and women would both be

subject to call-up.

This factsheet is one of a series produced by Conscience

Education for Peace. They are available, together with videos

and other resources at consciencecampaign.org.uk

This diagram showing that 60 countries

had active conscription and a further 23

countries had conscription laws in place

but were not actively drafting anyone. 

The remaining 108 countries had no

conscription. Of these, 85 had armed

forces but no conscription and 23 had

no regular military forces at all.

This map shows the status of military

conscription in different countries around

the world in 2020. 

The 'No enforced conscription' category

includes countries with no conscription

and those which have conscription on the

law books but are not currently drafting

anyone.

Conscientious objection to conscription: a
review of the current situation worldwide

FACTSHEET
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Compulsory military service, or conscription, is when citizens

of a country are required by law to spend a certain amount of

time in military training / military service.

The State of Military Conscription
Around the World 

Fewer than a third of the world's countries
draft people into their militaries 

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of external data, 2019

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of external data

Source: Statista

Most countries with a current military draft
limit to males

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/23/fewer-than-a-third-of-countries-currently-have-a-military-draft-most-exclude-women/
https://www.statista.com/chart/3907/the-state-of-military-conscription-around-the-world/


The details of compulsory military service vary between countries, for 

 example:

'Australia has a law (from 1903) recognising the right of conscientious

objection. Interpretation of this right has been evolving since then, and

including other motivations as well as religious ones. However, there is

no recognition for selective conscientious objection yet (objection to

participation in a specific war)'.

Conscientious objectors from different countries may have

different experiences:

'Despite the fact that Senegal has had a law on conscription since it

became independent, usually this is not applied. In general, Senegal’s army

is made up of volunteers, who can join at the age of 18'

WHERE IS THE RIGHT TO CONSCIENTIOUS

OBJECTION RECOGNISED?

HOW DOES CONSCRIPTION VARY BETWEEN

COUNTRIES?

This factsheet is one of a series produced by Conscience

Education for Peace. They are available, together with videos

and other resources at consciencecampaign.org.uk

The right to conscientious objection to military service is recognised in some

countries which have conscription, but not all. Conscience has produced a

detailed information table for each continent, listing whether countries have

compulsory or voluntary military service (or none), whether the right to

conscientious objection has been recognised, and giving further details of the

situation in each country.

Looking at these tables it is clear that situations in countries vary, and are not

necessarily static. Compulsory military service may be suspended or abolished

and the right to conscientious objection suspended or abolished with it. Equally

there have been countries where conscription has been re-introduced after a

few years or introduced for the first time:

whether it is men only or men and women

the age at which citizens are required to do

their military service 

the length of service 

Some countries may have selective conscription when all eligible citizens are

required to register for military service but only some are selected to do it.

Conscription laws may apply in wartime and in peacetime, or just in wartime. 

Countries with a conscription law may also vary in how strictly they apply it:

HOW DO CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS’

EXPERIENCES VARY?

'Sweden has reintroduced conscription for all; Ukraine, Georgia, Lithuania

and Kuwait have reintroduced conscription for men after short hiatuses;

Qatar and the United Arab Emirates have introduced conscription.' 

In Algeria ‘conscientious objectors are considered deserters and they can

be imprisoned for 30 days in a military prison. Then, when they are

released, they are automatically drafted for military service. They could

be in the military for up to two years’.

'Since 2019 there has been an option in Turkey to pay in order to avoid

military service. Conscientious objection is not recognised. Those who

declare themselves as conscientious objectors are prosecuted. They can

be imprisoned and they face a “civil death” where they are excluded from

all social, cultural and economic life. As a result many conscientious

objectors decide to leave the country’

https://wri-irg.org/en/story/2018/return-conscription#_ftn24

